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got research articles on 
anime? submit them to 
voices! that is, when the 
editor can be serious 
enough to make a routine 
out of writing the next 
issue 
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Well I said that the last issue's survey would be discussed here but there wasn't any discussion. Please feel 
free to submit any of your letters to Voices. Briefly, I think people have experienced a diverse amount of repre-
sentations of gender in anime. I think a large male viewer base contributes to most female characters 
'designed' to please them, but if you look at it on a whole it is as if people don't want to try and like something 
different. Question 3 wasn't printed properly, it should have read "do female costumes contribute to new cloth-
ing design or fulfill male fantasies about what they want to see". Contempory clothes in anime got a bit more 
support than sci-fi and fantasy clothes. Personally, I feel it is a shame that many of the designs are derivative 
of Freudian and mythological complexes when other artists are so vivid and it's a great chance to see what 
styles look like in society before everyone has to spend money. Manga has a better female following and fe-
males can get more jobs in that industry - is anime less 'private', too demanding? Also, anime requires a great 
team for production - traditionally breaking into companies is a disadvantage for females, but it can be fought 
on two fronts since an independent anime industry might arise in future. Although I don't think there are 
enough anime viewers in general, I'm a bit depressed when companies at least believe that their 'target' is 
males and when female viewers become more recognisable in communities it will be a good sign that artists 
are trying to make different stuff and more interesting collaboration should follow. ����
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